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Pictured above: Berkshire Lyric Director, Jack Brown (left) 
and Board President, Vladimir Zeleny (right)

ABOUT US



The Berkshire Lyric Chorus is a vibrant group of 70 to 100 experienced singers ranging in ages from 20 to 80
who are dedicated to providing the highest quality of choral music available in the tri-state Berkshire area.This
auditioned Chorus routinely performs several concerts throughout a two-semester period beginning with two
December Holiday concerts, an early spring “Kick the Winter Blues” family concert and culminating in an annual
spring oratorio program at Ozawa Hall at Tanglewood. In its 60-year history the Chorus has performed a diverse
variety of music including opera, operetta, Broadway musical, cabaret, carols, and many of the great oratorios.
Notable performances with full orchestra and outstanding national soloists have included the Bach Mass in 
B minor, Mozart’s Requiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Haydn’s Creation, the Stravinsky Mass, and Rachmaninoff’s
Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. Chorus members pay a small tuition of $75 per semester. All choristers under 
the age of 25 join for free thanks to the support of our members and donors. 

The Berkshire Lyric Chamber Chorus is a
25 to 35 voiced chamber chorus that presents
its own concerts from time to time. They
concentrate on a cappella choral music or on
larger works that need a more transparent
sound. The members are from the larger
Berkshire Lyric Chorus by invitation of the
Director. They perform in smaller venues or
in collaboration with other organizations.

OUR CHORUSES

Melodious Accord is a select ensemble for high
school age girls led by Artistic Director Jack
Brown.They perform both a cappella and
accompanied music from several centuries and
traditions. This is an auditioned group that ranges
from 10 to 15 singers many of whom go on to study
music in college and eventually careers in music.
You can hear the ensemble perform separately at
various venues in the Berkshire area and as a
featured group in the Berkshire Lyric Holiday and
‘Kick the Winter Blues’ concerts.



The Lyric Children’s Chorus provides a high-quality music experience for children ages 6 to 13. The goal, as
part of the Berkshire Lyric overall mission, is to foster in each child a love of music by training them in the
demanding art of choral singing. To perform the best music from several centuries in a variety of styles requires
that each child cultivate self-control, patience, and perseverance in learning their part and how to sing and work
with others. We believe that a foundation in music is a discipline that 
over a lifetime will develop the intellect, shape the character, and sustain 
the spirit. The Lyric Children’s Chorus, as part of the Berkshire Lyric 
family of choruses, allows it to be the only tuition free, professionally 
led children’s chorus in the tri-state region. The Children’s Chorus 
performs with the Berkshire Lyric Chorus in several high-profile 
concerts annually and also presents its own concerts every year in a 
wide variety of music including Christmas carols, traditional children’s 
songs, American Folk tunes, Broadway musicals, and new concert 
music by leading contemporary composers. 

Ubi Caritas is a select a cappella group of up to 22 singers from 15 to 30 years of age, representing all SATB
voice parts, who work with our Artistic Director Jack Brown for two months every summer when many are home
from college. They present a series of a cappella sacred concerts on the first Sunday of August to raise funds for
area food pantries. Their concerts have been supported by dozens of churches throughout Berkshire County and
have raised over $10,000 for the local food pantries. The name of the group came from part their first
performance in 2011 that included the famous Durufle motet Ubi Caritas. Every year they perform a new setting
of the text, and it has become their signature piece. In 2016 the group was awarded a prestigious Alfred Nash
Patterson Fund from Choral Arts New England to commission nationally known Berkshire composer Steve
Murray to create a new a cappella setting of the text. Membership in Ubi Caritas is by invitation of our Artistic
Director or by recommendation from current members.

OUR CHORUSES
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A NOTE FROM BERKSHIRE LYRIC 
BOARD PRESIDENT, VLADIMIR ZELENY

Having survived our shutdown, last season we carefully returned and produced amazing programs
while preparing for our 60th anniversary. Our Artistic Director, Jack Brown, then delivered one of our
most technically advanced and beautiful seasons ever, and our Berkshire community responded well.
Choral music is a piece of all of us that we were without for too long. In 2021 the board began a four
season process to return and elevate Berkshire Lyric, of which we are now beginning season two.

From my perspective 2021-2022 was all about modernizing and future-proofing the organization while
identifying operational friction. This season is all about implementation of measured changes to
outreach, operations, and fundraising. We have new marketing strategies, a new more capable website,
more video and audio recordings, both corporate and financial accounting, a fundraising committee,
and more. In the past we have been limited in capability by our comfort zones, technical limits, and
budget. Now we will be ready for any opportunity or direction with budget being the only limit, which
we also hope to ease in the coming seasons. 

Our 60th anniversary season in 2022-2023 should be a smooth operation and a test of our foundational
work. All of our choruses, young singer groups, and education programs are back in operation. We are
also planning more opportunities and events to thank donors. Our board is capable, involved, and
harmonious in executing our mission. We have expanded our programming, reach, access, and we are
not done yet. 

If we are successful in creating a revenue surplus this season, next season we will review our
programming and opportunities while continuing fundraising momentum. With hard work and
increased support, the following season will be our dream; to create the best and most accessible
concert season and education programs we can without being restricted by budget. This was my long
term vision when I became board president in 2021, and we are already on our way to 2026. 

While Berkshire Lyric is a mature organization, we are renewing our connection to the world and
supporting the next generation. Our upcoming 60th anniversary will represent the best of Berkshire
Lyric yet, building on last season’s success. Thank you to our talented and hard working chorus
members, our dedicated board, the new fundraising committee, artistic director Jack Brown,
accompanist Joe Rose, families of our young singers, venue and community partners, and our donors
and patrons who make this wonderful music and music education possible. 

Vladimir Zeleny
Board President



A NOTE FROM BERKSHIRE LYRIC 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, JACK BROWN

Berkshire Lyric is happy and relieved to have been able to come back to live rehearsals and
performances during our 2021-2022 season. Large choral groups took a particularly hard hit during the
pandemic. All choral singing is about community and the creation of beauty, and it was difficult to see
this activity suddenly cast as something dangerous that needed to be avoided. Since then we have all
done our best to stay safe: up on our vaccinations and always rehearsing with masks. We have not only
survived, but thrived as an organization during this period, with large audiences and a larger than usual
number of new singers auditioning to be part of the group. 

We were able to prepare and sing two Christmas concerts in the fall of 2021 with a 70 voice Berkshire
Lyric Chorus and the return of our young high school women’s group, Melodious Accord. We had a
larger than usual audience for both concerts with people eager to hear high quality, live choral singing.
In January, the Berkshire Lyric Chamber Chorus started work on a spring program featuring the Faure
Requiem and several contemporary a cappella motets. The larger full chorus started up in March to
prepare for our first return to Seiji Ozawa Hall Tanglewood since before the pandemic. The concert
with full orchestra and a stellar professional quartet of soloists consisted of the Mozart Requiem and
Brahms Schicksalslied, and was greeted with great enthusiasm by an audience of a thousand. All of the
music in the spring was chosen because of its ability to convey both beauty and solace at a time when
they were sorely needed.

The summer of 2022 marked the return of our young summer chamber chorus known as Ubi Caritas.
They celebrated their 10th anniversary of summer benefit concerts with a short documentary film. 
Over their ten years, the group has raised over $13,000 for local food banks, partnering directly with a
dozen local faith communities. 

In the 2022-2023 season, Berkshire Lyric celebrates our 60th Anniversary, culminating in a return to
Seiji Ozawa Hall Tanglewood for a performance of the monumental Brahms German Requiem.

I am grateful to the board of directors, our wonderful singers and our donors who have stuck with us
during this 2021-2022 transition year. It has made us work all the harder to insure a future where
talented amateur music lovers of all ages can continue to perform great works from the choral
repertoire alongside outstanding professional artists. May all of us continue to be able to find ways to
work together to make something of beauty that can be so much greater than our individual efforts.

Jack Brown
Artistic Director, Berkshire Lyric



RequiemMOZART BRAHMS Schicksalslied

1,000 audience members in attendance 

Featured Soloists (L-R):
Mezzo Soprano Marjorie Dix;
Soprano Maria Valdes;
Tenor Sam Krausz; 
Baritone John Demler

SEIJI OZAWA HALL 2022



TREASURER’S REPORT

This report covers the Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. While our concert schedule
was somewhat constrained by COVID, the financial picture remained strong. This year we took the
time and allocated resources to improve our financial reporting. We established several options 
for payment of donations and ticket purchases and linked all our accounts to a Quickbooks online
accounting system. In addition, we created this first ever Annual Report. As can be seen in the
accompanying Statement of Activity, the bulk of our revenues were nearly equally split between
donations and concert ticket sales, with membership dues only slightly behind previous years. 
We started the 21-22 Fiscal year with a surplus from 2020-2021 due to COVID cancellation of our 
Spring 2021 concert. Total revenue of nearly $61,767 nearly covered expenses of $64,685 with the
small deficit covered by the surplus from the prior year. The largest part of the budget was spent for 
the splendid Mozart Requiem concert at Ozawa Hall in May of 2022. The total cost of the orchestra,
soloists, additional choristers, and venue rental came to $32,623. Recognizing that we received no 
grant revenue in the last two fiscal years it became more imperative that a significant portion of the
budget be raised from donations. As such, the Board of Directors established a Fundraising Committee
that is actively involved in planning events and fundraising opportunities. Our goals for Fiscal Year
2022-23 require an expanded budget to cover the costs of our planned Brahms’ Requiem concert at
Ozawa Hall on June 4, 2023 that will employ a larger orchestra. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Cheryl Jones, Treasurer



BERKSHIRE LYRIC THEATRE, INC.
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY — JULY 2021 – JUNE 2022

FINANCIALS



BERKSHIRE LYRIC THEATRE, INC.
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION — AS OF JUNE 30, 2022

FINANCIALS



@Berkshire Lyric Choru

Current Program Sponsors/DonorsUnderwriter $5000 +
Anonymous, in memory of 

Virginia Stanton Smith
 

Benefactors $1000+
Anonymous

Doug & Barbara Brand
Arnold & Dawn Epstein

Mary & Peter Rentz
Gary Schieneman & Susan Fisher

Susan Segall
 

Patrons $500+
Sibylle Baier

Richard Geiler
Roxanne Suprina & Joe Gelinas

Cheryl Jones & 
Steve Livingston

Lois Hobbs & Bob Luhmann
Linda O’Connell

Dutch & Anne Pinkston
Margaret & Andy Plumer

Karen Ross
Craig Smith & Virginia Stanton

 
Sustainers $250+

Adams Community Bank
Berkshire Taconic Foundation

Cindy Brown
Elizabeth Chinery

Laurie Chivers
Will Garrison & Cindy Dickinson

Brian Farrell
Robert & Yvonne Forman

Ron Hanft
Barbara Kershner

Michele Krieg Bauer
Janet Martin

Yvonne Perez-Zarrega
David Pott

Olga Schwede
Ed Shapiro

Natalie Shawn
Mary Ann & Thomas Vaughan

Naomi Von Simson 
Joe & Lori Rose

Help Berkshire Lyric 
thrive and become a

supporter today!
Go to www.berkshirelyric.org 

 
  

SUPPORT US!
Each supporter level includes 
benefits of all previous levels

*We will offer extra benefits and 
perks to supporters as 

opportunities arise, stay tuned!
 

Friend: $50 listed in concert programs

Contributor: $100

Sustainer: $250 also listed on website 

Patron: $500 also listed in season
program book

Benefactor: $1000 includes *2 free
tickets to any concert, invited to 
Ozawa Masterworks dress rehearsal

Underwriter: $2000 includes 
*4 free tickets

SPONSOR US:
To inquire about sponsoring a

performance, series, or season of
Berkshire Lyric please contact:

BerkshireLyric@gmail.com
 

Berkshire Lyric Theatre Inc. is a non-profit, federally
tax-exempt charitable organization under Section

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Any
contribution made to Berkshire Lyric is tax deductible.

@berkshirelyricchorus

Contributors $100+
Bronly & Sarah Boyd

Carl & Stephanie Bradford
Deborah Buccino & Eric Plakun

Phyllis Jeanine Campbell
Bonnie & Kerry Couchman

Ronnie Cunningham
Audrey Davis
Paula Farbman

Rick Floyd
Heidi Frayer

Sharon Gamsin
Jon Geldert

Vaunie Graulty
Michelle Kuzia

Anson Olds
Laurie Spar & John Pierce

Zhanna Potochevska
Nancy Richardson

James & Christine Schwarz
Carl & Claudia Shuster

Klea Simakis
Kelly Szklasz

Bridgette Stone
Laurel Sturma

Randolph & Sheila Thunfors
Livingston VanDeWater

Phyllis Vine
Elizabeth Wheeler

Ellen Whitacre
 

Friends $50+
Julia Alter

Sheryl Davies
Louise Frankenberg

Sara Garinther
Christine Grenoble
Edmund Grossman

Steve Hassmer
Margaret & Edward Hornick

Peter Larsen
Jo Ann Levitt

Keren Oberfield
Christine Rasmussen

Anne & Joseph Roy, Jr.
Christine Saurel
Adrian Shoobs

Elisa Singer
John Tremblay

Jo Valens
Claire Williams
Elizabeth Young

SUPPORT BERKSHIRE LYRIC
Thank you to all our donors for your continued

support and appreciation.

https://www.instagram.com/berkshirelyricchorus/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkshireLyric
mailto:BerkshireLyric@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPqGlBk18Da_zTEO0oKTjDQ

